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Montana Water Court
P.O. Box 1389

Bozeman, MT  59771-1389
(406) 586-4364
1-800-624-3270

Fax: (406) 522-4131
watercourt@mt.gov

IN THE WATER COURT OF 
THE STATE OF MONTANA

BLACKFEET TRIBE’S 
OFF-RESERVATION 

INSTREAM RESERVED 
WATER RIGHTS

CASE WC-1991-01
NOTICE OF ENTRY OF THE 

BLACKFEET TRIBE’S 
OFF-RESERVATION 

INSTREAM RESERVED 
WATER RIGHTS 

PRELIMINARY DECREE AND
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY
AS A WATER USER YOU 

MUST READ ALL OF 
THIS NOTICE

The Montana Water Court 
has been asked to approve 
a stipulation settling the 
off-reservation instream flow 
reserved water right claims of 
the Blackfeet Tribe of Indians 
(“Tribe”) in Glacier National 
Park and the Lewis and Clark 
National Forest. In December 
2016, the Tribe, the United 
States Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
acting in its capacity as trustee 
for the Tribe, the United States 
National Park Service, and the 
United States Forest Service 
entered into the Stipulation to 
Address Claims by and for the 
Benefit of the Blackfeet Indian 
Tribe to Water Rights within 
the Lewis and Clark National 
Forest and Glacier National 
Park (“Blackfeet Stipulation”). 
By its own terms, the Blackfeet 
Stipulation became effective 
when the Tribe’s membership 
ratified the Blackfeet 
Tribe-Montana-United States 
Compact (codified at § 85-20-
1501, MCA) and the Blackfeet 
Water Rights Settlement Act 
(Pub L. No. 114-322, Title III, 
Subtitle G) in a vote held on 
April 20, 2017, and that vote 
was certified, on May 30, 2017, 
by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs. The Blackfeet 
Stipulation needs your review 
before the Court determines 
whether to approve the 
Blackfeet Stipulation in 
accordance with 
applicable law.
The Blackfeet Stipulation 
defines the off-reservation 
instream flow reserved water 
rights of the Tribe within the 
Lewis and Clark National 
Forest and Glacier National 
Park within parts of the 
following basins:  Basin 40F, 
the mainstem of the Milk 
River and its tributaries above 
Fresno Reservoir; Basin 40T, 
the mainstem of the St. Mary 
River and its tributaries; Basin 
41L, the mainstem of Cut Bank 
Creek and its tributaries; and 
Basin 41M, the mainstem of 
Birch Creek, Badger Creek, 
Two Medicine River and their 
respective tributaries.
You are receiving this Notice 
because the State’s water 
rights records indicate you 
have filed a statement of claim, 
applied for or received a permit 
to appropriate water, or own 
a water reservation in the 
vicinity of the area in which an 
off-reservation instream flow 
reserved water right quantified 
in the Blackfeet Stipulation 
is located. Since you may 
have an interest affected by 
the Blackfeet Stipulation, you 
should review the 
Stipulation. 
Accordingly, YOU ARE 
HEREBY NOTIFIED that the 
Montana Water Court has 
entered a Preliminary 
Decree and Order for the 
Commencement of 
Proceedings for 
Consideration of the Blackfeet 
Tribe’s Off-Reservation 
Instream Reserved Water 
Rights in the affected basins, 
which includes the 
Blackfeet Stipulation, in order 
to determine whether it should 

be approved in accordance 
with applicable law. If the Court 
approves the Blackfeet 
Stipulation, it will enter a Final 
Decree adjudicating the 
off-reservation instream flow 
water rights of the Tribe as 
they are recognized in the 
Blackfeet Stipulation. That 
Final Decree will be binding on 
all water users in the Montana 
water rights adjudication.
What Is a Preliminary Decree 

and What Are Your Rights
And Obligations to Object to 

the Blackfeet Stipulation?
This Preliminary Decree is a 
decree entered by the Water 
Court in accordance with 
§ 85-2-231(2), MCA. The 
Preliminary Decree sets forth 
the entire Blackfeet Stipulation 
that the Court will review in the 
proceeding. The United States 
initially filed the claims that are 
the subject of the Blackfeet 
Stipulation in its capacity as 
trustee for the Tribe in the 
Montana general stream 
adjudication on April 30, 1982. 
The quantification of the 
Tribe’s off-reservation instream 
flow reserved water rights 
within the Lewis and Clark 
National Forest and Glacier 
National Park is uniquely an 
issue between the United 
States and the Tribe and 
therefore is not addressed 
in the Blackfeet Tribe-
Montana-United States 
Compact. The Court’s review 
will be conducted pursuant 
to the standards set forth in 
Part 2 (Adjudication of Water 
Rights) of the Water Use Act, 
§§ 85-2-212 to 85-2-282, MCA. 
At this stage in the 
adjudication, all affected 
persons are required to state 
any objections that they may 
have to the Preliminary 
Decree. Your water usage may 
be affected by the Blackfeet 
Stipulation. If you do not 
agree with the off-reservation 
instream flow reserved water 
rights recognized in the 
Blackfeet Stipulation, you may 
file an objection and request a 
hearing and the Water Court 
will hear your objection. This 
will be your only opportunity 
to object to the Preliminary 
Decree. If you do not file an 
objection at this time, you 
will not be able to object to 
the Preliminary Decree in 
any other proceedings 
before the Water Court and 
you will be bound by any 
final decree entered by 
the Water Court approving 
the Tribe’s off-reservation 
instream flow water rights 
quantified in the Blackfeet 
Stipulation.

Right to Appeal
If you do not participate in the 
Water Court proceedings, your 
right to appeal an adverse 
decision is limited. Section 
85-2-235, MCA, provides that:
(1) A person whose existing 
rights and priorities are 
determined in a final decree 
may appeal the determination 
only if: 
(a) the person requested a 
hearing and appeared and 
entered objections to the 
temporary preliminary decree 
or the preliminary decree; 
(b) the person’s rights or 
priorities as determined in the 
temporary preliminary decree 
or the preliminary decree were 
affected as the result of an 
objection filed by another 
person; 
(c) the person requested a 
hearing and appeared before 
the water court to finally 
resolve an issue remark, as 
defined in 85-2-250; or 
(d) the person is a claimant 
appealing an adverse decision 
when the water court issued 
the decision as the result of an 
evidentiary hearing or as the 
result of calling the claim in on 
the court’s own motion.
(2) The attorney general may 
appeal a determination made 
in a final decree if the attorney 

general participated as an 
intervenor as provided in 
85-2-248.
(3) An interlocutory ruling by 
the water judge upon a 
question of law may be 
appealed by any party who is 
affected by the decision and 
who participated in the matter 
in which the ruling was issued.

What You Should Do
1. Review the abstracts in the 
Decree, as well as the Decree 
Indexes.
2. Decide if you want to file 
objections.
3. File your objections with the 
Water Court on or before the 
filing deadline identified below.
The Montana Department 
of Natural Resources and 
Conservation (DNRC) has not 
examined any of the claims in 
this Decree and these water 
rights appear as they were 
filed. Review the abstracts 
carefully. The Decree Indexes 
will help your review. 
The Source Name Index lists 
all claims under the name of 
each source of supply. 
The Point of Diversion Index 
lists all claims by point of 
diversion. 
The Water Right Number Index 
lists all claims by water right 
number.
Should You File an Objection?
Only you can answer this 
question. To help you 
determine whether you should 
file an objection, you should 
examine the water rights in 
this Preliminary Decree and 
abstracts and compare the 
Tribe’s off-reservation instream 
flow water rights with the 
claims that you have filed with 
the Water Court, the water 
right permits or certificates that 
you have received from the 
DNRC, and possibly the other 
claims, permits, certificates, 
and reservations of water 
within the basins where the 
Tribe’s claims are located. All 
of the water rights claims filed 
and all of the water right 
permits, certificates, or 
reservations of water that have 
been granted in the 
diversionary basins are on 
record with the DNRC. You 
might also review the entire 
Preliminary Decree. Some or 
all of the documents 
referenced in this paragraph 
can be reviewed during 
business hours at the following 
offices:
1. The Montana Water Court,
1123 Research Drive, 
Bozeman, MT, 59718 
(Preiminary Decree only).
2. The Montana Department of
Natural Resources & 
Conservation, Water 
Resources Regional Office, 
210 Sixth Avenue, Havre, MT, 
59501; (406) 265-5516 (all 
documents).
3. Glacier County Clerk’s 
Office, Cut Bank, MT; 
(Preliminary Decree only).
4. Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Blackfeet Agency, 531 SE 
Boundary Street, 
Browning, MT, 59417; (406) 
338-7544 
(Preliminary Decree only).
5. Blackfeet Tribal 
Headquarters, 640 All Chiefs 
Road, Browning, MT, 59417; 
(406) 338-7522 
(Preliminary Decree only).
You may obtain a paper or 
electronic copy of the 
Preliminary Decree from 
the Department of Natural 
Resources and Conservation, 
Water Rights Bureau, 
P.O. Box 201601, Helena, MT, 
59620-1601. The cost of a 
paper copy of the Preliminary 
Decree and abstracts (approxi-
mately 105 pages) is $10.00. 
An electronic copy of the 
Preliminary Decree and 
abstracts on CD is $10.00.

Public Meetings
Public meetings to explain 
Water Court procedures will 
be held by Stephen R. Brown, 
Associate Water Judge of the 
Montana Water Court. Repre-
sentatives of the Tribe and the 
United States will also be 
present to explain the 
Blackfeet Stipulation. The 
meetings will be held:
April 30, 2019, 7:00 p.m., 
Browning High School, 105 
Highway 89, Browning, 
Montana;
May 1, 2019, 7:00 p.m., Valier 
High School Gym, 804 4th 
Street, Valier, Montana;
May 2, 2019, 7:00 p.m., Hilton 
Garden Inn, 2520 14th Street 
SW, Great Falls, Montana;
May 7, 2019, 7:00 p.m., Valley 
County Courthouse, 501 Court 
Square, Glasgow, Montana; 
and
May 8, 2019, 7:00 p.m., Best 
Western Plus Havre Inn & 
Suites, 1425 U.S. Highway 2 
NW, Havre, Montana.
How to File An Objection and 

Request a Hearing
An objection to the Preliminary 
Decree must be filed on the 
form provided by the Montana 
Water Court. Objection forms 
can be found at the Water 
Court and the DNRC office in 
Havre and at https://courts.
mt.gov/courts/water/legal. Any 
objection to the procedure 
being followed in this matter 
may be filed in any format 
which is in compliance with 
the Montana Rules of Civil 
Procedure. All objections 
must be filed and received 
by the Montana Water Court, 
P.O. Box 1389, Bozeman, 
MT 59771-1389, on or before 
October 1, 2019.  LATE 
OBJECTIONS WILL NOT BE 
CONSIDERED.

Extensions
Upon a showing of good 
cause, the Water Judge 
may grant a request for an 
extension of the time for filing 
objections. A request for an 
extension must be received 
by the Water Court on or 
before October 1, 2019. Use 
the Water Court’s Request 
for Extension form found at 
https://courts.mt.gov/courts/
water/legal.
If an extension is granted, it 
will apply to everyone. Any 
extension will be posted at the 
offices listed above and will be 
advertised once in the Great 
Falls Tribune, the Glacier 
Reporter, the Cut Bank 
Pioneer Press, The Valierian, 
and the Havre Daily News.

Any Questions?
Use our toll-free number 
800-624-3270. Our regular 
office number is (406) 
586-4364, and is not toll-free.
DATED this 4th day of 
April, 2019.
/s/ Stephen R. Brown
Associate Water Judge
Montana Water Court
PO Box 1389
Bozeman, MT  59771-1389
REMEMBER:  OBJECTIONS 
MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE 
WATER COURT BY OCTO-
BER 1, 2019.

Published in the Havre Daily 
News April 10, 17, 24, 2019.

MNAXLP

PUBLIC HEARING

The public is welcome to 
participate in two Public 
Hearings, April 17 and May 
20, from 6 to 8pm, at MSU 
Northern, 300 13th Street 
West, Brockmann 202.The 
purpose of these meetings is 
to discuss the changes to the 
“Strengthening Career and 
Technical Education for the 
21st Century Act” (Perkins 

V). Topics include: rigorous 
programs of study, work-based 
learning, equity issues and 
local needs assessment. For 
further details, please go to: 
www.mus.edu/perkinsv, or 
https://app.mt.gov/cal/html/
event/OPI/. 

Published in the Havre Daily 
News April 10, 15, 2019.

MNAXLP

Montana Water Court
PO Box 1389

Bozeman, MT  59771-1389
(406) 586-4364
1-800-624-3270

Fax: (406) 522-4131
watercourt@mt.gov

IN THE WATER COURT OF 
THE STATE OF MONTANA
BLACKFEET TRIBE-STATE 

OF MONTANA-UNITED 
STATES COMPACT
CASE WC-2018-06

NOTICE OF ENTRY OF THE 
BLACKFEET TRIBE-STATE 

OF MONTANA-UNITED 
STATES COMPACT 

PRELIMINARY DECREE AND 
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY
AS A WATER USER YOU 

MUST READ ALL OF 
THIS NOTICE

The Montana Water Court has 
been asked to approve a 
Compact settling the water 
rights claims of the Blackfeet 
Tribe of Indians (“Tribe”). The 
Blackfeet Tribe, the State 
of Montana, and the United 
States (hereinafter collectively 
referred to as the “Compacting 
Parties”) entered into a 
Compact (“Blackfeet 
Compact”) settling the 
reserved water right claims 
of the Tribe, its members, 
and allottees, and the United 
States on behalf of the Tribe, 
its members, and allottees, in 
accordance with § 85-2-702, 
MCA. The Blackfeet Compact 
was ratified by the Montana 
Legislature on April 15, 2009 
(codified at § 85-20-1501, 
MCA), by the Congress of the 
United States on December 
16, 2016 (P.L. 114-332, Title 
III, Subtitle G), by members 
of the Tribe in a referendum 
vote held on April 2, 2017 and 
certified by the Secretary on 
May 30, 2017, and signed by 
the Compacting Parties on 
June 12, 2018. The Blackfeet 
Compact needs your review 
before the Court determines 
whether to approve the 
Blackfeet Compact in 
accordance with 
applicable law.
The Blackfeet Compact 
defines the reserved water 
rights of the Tribe within the 
State of Montana and will 
entitle the Tribe to divert and 
use water in accordance with 
the Blackfeet Compact within 
all or part of the following 
basins:  Basin 40F, the 
mainstem of the Milk River and 
its tributaries above Fresno 
Reservoir; Basin 40T, the 
mainstem of the St. Mary River 
and its tributaries; Basin 41L, 
the mainstem of Cut Bank 
Creek and its tributaries; and 
Basin 41M, the mainstem of 
Birch Creek, Badger Creek, 
Two Medicine River and their 
respective tributaries. 
A summary of the Tribal water 
right within these basins is 
enclosed with this notice.
You are receiving this Notice 
because the State’s water 
rights records indicate you 
have filed a statement of claim, 
applied for or received a permit 
to appropriate water, or own a 
water reservation in the vicinity 
of the area in which a reserved 
water right quantified in the 
Blackfeet Compact is located. 
Since you may have an 

interest affected by the 
Blackfeet Compact, you should 
review the Compact.
 Accordingly, YOU ARE 
HEREBY NOTIFIED that the 
Montana Water Court has 
entered a Preliminary 
Decree and Order for the 
Commencement of Special 
Proceedings for Consideration 
of the Blackfeet Tribe-State of 
Montana-United States 
Compact in the affected 
basins, which includes the 
Blackfeet Compact, in order 
to determine whether it should 
be approved in accordance 
with applicable law. If the 
Court approves the Blackfeet 
Compact, it will enter a Final 
Decree adjudicating the water 
rights of the Tribe as they are 
recognized in the Blackfeet 
Compact. That Final Decree 
will be binding on all water 
users in the Montana water 
rights adjudication.
What Is a Preliminary Decree 

and What Are Your Rights
And Obligations to Object to 

the Blackfeet Compact?
This Preliminary Decree is a 
decree entered by the Water 
Court in accordance 
with § 85-2-231(2), MCA. As 
explained in Article VII.B.2 
of the Compact, the Water 
Court’s review of the Compact 
is “limited to Article III and 
Appendix 5 [of the Compact], 
and may extend to other 
sections of the Compact 
only to the extent that they 
relate to the determination 
of existing water rights.” The 
Preliminary Decree sets forth 
the entire Blackfeet Compact 
and the specific provisions of 
the Blackfeet Compact that 
the Court will review in the 
proceeding. The Court’s review 
will be conducted pursuant to 
the standard previously 
identified by the Water Court 
for the review of Tribal-State 
water compacts, which treats a 
compact as “closely analogous 
to a consent decree.” 
Chippewa Cree Tribe Water 
Compact, 2002 WL 34947007, 
*3, Case No. WC-2000-01. 
The Court’s review of the 
Compact is to allow the Court 
“to reach a reasoned judgment 
that the agreement is not 
the product of fraud or 
overreaching by, or collusion 
between the negotiating 
parties.” Id. (internal quotations 
omitted). “The purpose of this 
kind of judicial review is not to 
ensure that the settlement is 
fair or reasonable between the 
negotiating parties, but that it 
is fair and reasonable to those 
parties and the public interest 
who were not represented 
in the negotiation, but have 
interests that could be 
materially injured by operation 
of the compact.” Id. at *4. 
At this stage in the 
adjudication, all affected 
persons are required to state 
any objections that they 
may have to the Preliminary 
Decree. Your water usage may 
be affected by the Blackfeet 
Compact. If you do not agree 
with the Tribal Water Rights 
recognized in the Blackfeet 
Compact, you may file an 
objection and request a 
hearing and the Water Court 
will hear your objection. This 
will be your only opportunity 
to object to the Preliminary 
Decree. If you do not file an 
objection at this time, you 
will not be able to object to 
the Preliminary Decree in 
any other proceedings 
before the Water Court and 
you will be bound by any 
final decree entered 
by the Water Court 
approving the Tribal Water 
Rights quantified in the 
Blackfeet Compact.

Right to Appeal

FOR SALE

Under $100

Set of 4 metal hairpin table 
legs, made with 3 rods in a raw 

steel finish, $60.00.  
Call 945-0613

Over $100

Butcher block counter top 
material, 25” x 96”, 

1 1/2” thick, still in box.  $195, 
delivery NOT included. 

Call 945-0613

FOR SALE 2011 29ft. Bumper 
Pull camper, 2 s/o, 

excellent condition, many 
extras. $13,500.  
Call 945-1678

Pets

Toy poodle puppies for sale.  
House raised, male & female.  

10 weeks old, first shots, 
wormed and chipped.  

Call or text 406-590-2038.

Real Estate

RENTALS

Apartments

Houses

One 2 bedroom house, and 
one 3 bedroom house for rent 

just East of IGA, near 
Carpenter Park.
Call 945-0628

ACT NOW!
Large, deluxe show home 
with attached garage and 

horse pasture, 10 minutes from 
the center of town.
$1150 plus utilities.

Call 945-2027

HILL COUNTY 
Clerk & Recorder's Office
Full Time Clerk Position

Variety of jobs and flexible from day 
to day with specific job assignment 

timelines.  Will learn all duties of office.

$12.40 per hour, after 6 months 
$13.03 per hour, Benefit Package & 

Health Insurance.

Application Deadline-Open Until Filled

Application and full job description 
available at the Clerk & Recorder’s Office, 
Hill County Courthouse, 315 4th St, Havre, 

MT or on our website, hillcounty.us.

Hill County is an Equal Opportunity Employer

EMPLOYMENT

Full Time

Paraprofessional for 
Gildford Colony School, 

working with grades K-3, for 
the 2019-2020 school year.  

Wage DOE.
Call Paul Stahl 945-2484


